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Mathematics was always a source of complex
(for outsiders, mystical) patterns.

— Jaroslav Nesetil, 1993.7

hen a mathematician refers to a particular item of study as beautiful,

it comes without any implication that the beauty can be realized in a
physical form. This holds true for the TSP. A tour through a set of points
may have a pleasing shape, but it is the combined beauty of the geometry
and complexity of the problem, not the tour itself, that attracts mathemati-
cians. Nevertheless, the TSP has been adopted in several engaging works of
art, in some cases successfully capturing the mathematical essence that has
brought so much attention to the salesman.

Julian Lethbridge

| was delighted to discover the Traveling Salesman paintings by Julian
Lethbridge. Lethbridge is a celebrated contemporary artist, whose work is
included in collections of the National Gallery of Art in Washington, the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Art Institute of Chicago,
and the Tate Gallery in London. An impression of his style can be gathered
from the following comments.

Julian Lethbridge seems determined to demonstrate all the things
you could possibly do with intersecting curves.
—New York Times, 1995.°

Lethbridge's abstraction is cerebral, often based on mathematical or
natural principles.
—ULAE, 19972




| 15
4] sen 0 JEDNODUCHOSTY

v (¥4
gruTECNOST = NECO
JEDNODUCHEME | WARODA

\

= GTRUXTURA + §U M

1 "Gen | w \ : \
,;/, “ é :

. o

it

——

STRUKTURA X  NAHODA

i |
PRIBLIZNA w  keast NAHODA
STRUKTURA

— A



2t

Jsou To SNY - IPEALY,

- P /
cTEee CERAS( NA MATEMATICKE
NAPLNEN!

A )
RLOSOF ICKE

pocHOPEN!



Martin Aigner - Giinter M. Ziegler

Proofs from THE BOOK




Jsou TO
- .= /
KTE RE Ceendl NA HA‘I'EW:'I"‘.CKE
NAPLNEN!

A )
F\LosoF!Clce‘
mcaoPEM

/94
TRERA e TEORIE
4 -~
adcsn  VILE KoNKRE TNI

FiLoso F\ €

2%




27

Jsou To SNY - IPEALY,

/
cTERE CELAI( NA MATEMATICKE
NAPLNEN!

A .
RLOSOF {C lcg

pocHOPEN!

— w

Teegs  VICE TEORIE

cbesA  VICE KONKRETN!
FiLosSoFLE

/ﬂ"

/
MLUVIM T Yoz\CcE
A UCITELE

ARTWNTHO VEDCE



Zl JEME VE zZLaATEM VEEKU
ROZVO JE MATEMATIKY —
I -
VRCHoLNE CINNOsST1 WD

PERUIL =2A PO2ORNOST



